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Golden Thread Document Requirements

The Golden Thread is a digital repository that contains critical safety information for the building, ensuring that it is kept up-to-date and is accessible to relevant stakeholders at all times.

The ‘golden thread’ is a concept designed to ensure that those responsible for building safety have the right information to maintain safety throughout the building’s life-cycle. This includes preventing fire spread and structural collapse.

It involves keeping an up-to-date digital record of the building’s design, construction, maintenance, and safety risks. The golden thread must be maintained from the start of construction and updated continuously. It allows key people, such as building owners, contractors, and emergency responders, to access accurate information when needed.

Responsibility for the golden thread changes over time. During construction, it lies with the dutyholders, such as the Client, Principal Contractor, and Principal Designer. Once the building is occupied, the Accountable Person(s) takes over, ensuring the information is accurate and accessible. The golden thread must be kept securely, digitally, and available to anyone who needs it to ensure the building is safe.



	1. Design and Construction Documents:
	Yes
	No
	N/A

	1. Architectural and structural plans
Detailed drawings showing the building’s layout and load-bearing structures, ensuring compliance with Part A of the Building Regulations 2010.

	
	
	

	2. Specifications for materials and building systems (e.g., electrical, plumbing)
Documentation outlining materials and systems used, compliant with Part P (Electrical) and Part H (Drainage) of the Building Regulations 2010.

	
	
	

	3. Fire safety strategy and escape routes
Plans detailing fire prevention measures and escape routes, in line with Part B of the Building Regulations 2010 and the Building Safety Act 2022.

	
	
	

	4. Building services documentation (HVAC, lighting, etc.)
Information on essential systems (e.g., HVAC, lighting) in line with Part F (Ventilation) and Part L (Conservation of Fuel and Power) of the Building Regulations 2010.

	
	
	

	5. Product information for key components (e.g., cladding, insulation)
Specifications for materials like cladding and insulation, ensuring compliance with BS 8414 (fire resistance) and Part L (energy efficiency) of the Building Regulations 2010.

	
	
	



	2.Regulatory Compliance and Gateway Documents:
	Yes
	No
	N/A

	· Gateway 1 (Planning Stage) Approval Design and Construction Documents:
Evidence that fire safety has been considered at the planning stage. Gateway 1 approval, required under the Building Safety Act 2022, must be included in the golden thread for higher-risk buildings.
	
	
	

	· Gateway 2 (Pre-construction Stage) Approval
Full plans approval confirming that the design complies with building regulations and safety standards. This document must be stored as part of the golden thread, ensuring compliance before construction begins.
	
	
	

	· Gateway 3 (Completion and Handover Stage) Approval
Certification confirming that the building meets all required safety and building regulations. This must be included in the golden thread before the building is occupied, verifying that it is safe for residents.
	
	
	

	· Building control approvals and certifications
Local authority approvals certifying compliance with the Building Regulations 2010 and the Building Safety Act 2022, ensuring that all building work meets safety standards.
	
	
	

	· Planning permissions and conditions
Documentation of planning permissions under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, with additional conditions for higher-risk buildings under the Building Safety Act 2022.
	
	
	

	· Fire safety certificates (fire door inspections, alarm systems)
Certificates ensuring compliance with The Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005, Part B of the Building Regulations 2010, and the Building Safety Act 2022.
	
	
	

	· Health and safety files under CDM regulations
Documentation of health and safety risks in compliance with the CDM Regulations 2015, with the Building Safety Act 2022 adding stricter oversight for higher-risk buildings.
· Project overview and description
· As-built drawings (architectural, structural, services)
· Residual risks information
· Health and safety information
· Fire safety strategy
· Operation and maintenance manuals
· Utilities and services locations
· Cleaning and maintenance schedules
· Details of hazardous materials
· Access and egress routes
· Emergency procedures
· Warranties and guarantees
· Key contractors and suppliers contact information

	
	
	

	· Records of building regulation compliance, including fire safety and structural safety assessments
Records showing compliance with Part A and Part B of the Building Regulations 2010, with additional monitoring under the Building Safety Act 2022.

	
	
	

	



	
	
	

	3. Safety File (under CDM Regulations):
	Yes
	No
	N/A

	· Project description and residual risks
Overview of the project, highlighting any remaining safety risks, especially for higher-risk buildings under the Building Safety Act 2022.

	
	
	

	· Key structural drawings and design principles
Essential structural plans ensuring future safety, aligned with Part A of the Building Regulations 2010.

	
	
	

	· Health and safety hazards
Documentation of hazards like asbestos and hazardous materials, in line with CDM 2015 and stricter management under the Building Safety Act 2022.

	
	
	

	· Asbestos Management
Asbestos management plan, including surveys, location maps, and risk assessments for asbestos-containing materials.
Location: Regulation: Control of Asbestos Regulations 2012
	
	
	

	· Fire strategy and emergency plans
Fire prevention and response plans, in compliance with the Building Safety Act 2022 and Part B of the Building Regulations 2010.

	
	
	

	· Maintenance and cleaning schedules
Plans for ongoing maintenance and cleaning, ensuring compliance with CDM Regulations 2015.

	
	
	



	4. Maintenance and Operational Documents:
	Yes
	No
	N/A

	· Maintenance schedules and records for critical systems (fire alarms, sprinklers, lifts& water systems)
Documentation of maintenance in compliance with the Building Safety Act 2022 and Building Regulations 2010
	
	
	

	· Inspection and testing certificates (e.g., electrical installations, water systems for Legionella)
Certification of regular safety tests, compliant with Part P (Electrical) of the Building Regulations 2010. Certificates for regular testing and monitoring of water systems, including Legionella risk assessments, required under COSHH Regulations 2002 and HSE's ACoP L8.
	
	
	

	· As-built drawings reflecting any changes during construction
Updated plans showing modifications, ensuring ongoing compliance with the Building Safety Act 2022.
	
	
	

	· Operation and maintenance manuals for systems and equipment
Manuals for maintaining building systems, aligned with Part F (Ventilation) and Part L (Energy Efficiency).
	
	
	

	· Maintenance schedules and records for critical systems (fire alarms, sprinklers, lifts, water systems)
Documentation of maintenance for systems, including water systems, to control the risk of Legionella, compliant with COSHH Regulations 2002 and HSE's ACoP L8.
	
	
	

	· Utilities and services locations
Documentation showing the locations of key utilities like water, gas, and drainage systems, ensuring compliance with Part H (Drainage) and Part J (Gas systems) of the Building Regulations 2010.
	
	
	



	5. Fire and Structural Safety Risk Assessments:

	Yes
	No
	N/A

	· Fire risk assessments, including fire safety equipment maintenance
Assessments to identify fire risks, compliant with The Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 and the Building Safety Act 2022.

	
	
	

	· Structural safety assessments
Ongoing evaluations of the building’s structural integrity, ensuring compliance with Part A of the Building Regulations 2010 and the Building Safety Act 2022.

	
	
	

	· Records of fire-related incidents or structural concerns
Documentation of incidents and corrective actions to ensure continuous safety improvement under the Building Safety Act 2022.

	
	
	

	· Emergency evacuation plans
Evacuation plans, regularly updated to comply with the Fire Safety Order 2005 and Building Safety Act 2022.

	
	
	




	6. Change Control Documents:

	Yes
	No
	N/A

	· Records of changes made to the building (design alterations, refurbishments)
Documentation of modifications, especially in higher-risk buildings, compliant with the Building Safety Act 2022.
	
	
	

	· Justifications for design changes and their impact on safety
Explanations for design changes, ensuring transparency and compliance with the Building Safety Act 2022.
	
	
	

	· Documentation of new risks introduced by modifications
Risk assessments for new hazards, required by both CDM Regulations 2015 and the Building Safety Act 2022.
	
	
	




	7. Occupational Safety and Compliance Records:

	Yes
	No
	N/A

	· Safety audits and inspection reports
Regular reports on safety audits, ensuring compliance with regulations like the Building Safety Act 2022 for high-risk buildings.
· Safety information for residents and employees (e.g., fire drills, safety briefings, Legionella precautions)
Documentation of safety procedures for occupants, required by the Fire Safety Order 2005 and Building Safety Act 2022.
	
	
	

	· Personal Emergency Evacuation Plans (PEEP)
Individual evacuation plans for residents requiring assistance, mandated by the Fire Safety Order 2005, Building Safety Act 2022 & COSHH Regulations 2002.
	
	
	

	· Records of resident complaints or safety concerns, along with actions taken
Documentation of safety-related concerns raised by residents, with corrective actions taken under the Building Safety Act 2022.
	
	
	

	· Safety information for residents and employees (e.g., fire drills, safety briefings, Legionella precautions)
Documentation outlining safety procedures, including Legionella prevention measures, as required by the COSHH Regulations 2002.
	
	
	






	8. Digital System Records:

	Yes
	No
	N/A

	· Log of updates to building data and safety documents
Digital records of changes or updates to safety documentation, required by the Building Safety Act 2022.

	
	
	

	· Access logs showing who has viewed or updated the documents
Records of who accessed or modified documents, ensuring accountability and transparency under the Building Safety Act 2022.

	
	
	




	9. Relevant Third-Party Reports:

	Yes
	No
	N/A

	· External consultant reports (e.g., fire engineers, structural engineers)
Reports from qualified engineers verifying compliance with fire and structural safety, required by the Building Safety Act 2022.

	
	
	

	· Surveys and assessments from building inspectors or safety consultants
Independent assessments verifying compliance with building and safety regulations, especially for higher-risk buildings under the Building Safety Act 2022.

	
	
	
























Regulation Links

Building Safety Act 2022:
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2022/30/enacted
Building Regulations 2010:
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2010/2214/contents/made
· Part A: Structure:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-regulations-approved-document-a-structure
· Part B: Fire Safety:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fire-safety-approved-document-b
· Part F: Ventilation:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ventilation-approved-document-f
· Part H: Drainage and Waste Disposal:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/drainage-and-waste-disposal-approved-document-h
· Building Regulations 2010 (Part J: Combustion Appliances and Fuel Storage Systems)
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/combustion-appliances-and-fuel-storage-systems-approved-document-j
· Part L: Conservation of Fuel and Power:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/conservation-of-fuel-and-power-approved-document-l
· Part P: Electrical Safety:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/electrical-safety-approved-document-p
The Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005:
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2005/1541/contents/made
Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 2015 (CDM):
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/51/contents/made
Control of Asbestos Regulations 2012:
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/632/contents/made
Fire Safety (England) Regulations 2022:
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2022/547/made
BS 8414 – Fire Performance of External Cladding Systems:
https://www.bsigroup.com/en-GB/standards/
Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002 (COSHH)
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2002/2677/contents/made

Control of Asbestos Regulations 2012
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/632/contents/made

Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002 (COSHH)
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2002/2677/contents/made

HSE ACoP L8 - Legionnaires' Disease: The Control of Legionella Bacteria in Water Systems
https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/l8.htm




Disclaimer:
This document was created with the assistance of Artificial Intelligence (AI). While the content has been generated and reviewed for accuracy and relevance, it is essential that this document be thoroughly reviewed by a qualified professional before implementation or use. The AI-generated content may require adjustments to ensure it fully aligns with specific legal, regulatory, or organisational requirements. The responsibility for verifying the accuracy and appropriateness of the information contained within this document rests with the user.
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