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Fire Risk Assessment for an Evolving Construction Site

Company Name: _________________________________________
Project Name: __________________________________________
Site Address: __________________________________________
Name of Responsible Person: ______________________________
Signature: _____________________________________________
Name of Assessor: _______________________________________
Signature: _____________________________________________
Date of Assessment: _____________________________________
Review Date: ___________________________________________


NOTE! (DELETE THIS SECTION AFTER YOU HAVE TAILORED THIS ASSESSMENT).
Before using this document, please ensure you are competent to undertake a Fire Risk Assessment by comparing your current training, experience, knowledge, and other qualities against established competency frameworks. The following resources provide guidance on the required competencies:
· The Fire Risk Assessment Competency Council’s guidance (available at: http://www.ife.org.uk/write/MediaUploads/Documents/FRACC_Competency_Criteria.pdf) outlines the necessary criteria for conducting fire risk assessments, particularly for simple premises.
· Additionally, the industry Approved Code of Practice (ACoP) relevant to fire risk assessment can be found here: https://ifsm.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/FSF_ACOP_National-Framework-FRACompetency_Nov2020.pdf.

Competency Checklist:
· a) An understanding of current best fire safety practices.
· b) An awareness of the limitations of your own experience and knowledge.
· c) A willingness and ability to supplement existing experience and knowledge by seeking external help and advice when necessary.
Ensure that you meet these criteria to conduct a thorough and compliant Fire Risk Assessment.













Step 1 - Identify Fire Hazards
1.1 Potential Sources of Ignition on a Construction Site
	Hazard
	Yes/No/N/A
	How is the Risk Controlled?

	Hot works: welding, cutting, grinding
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Use of Hot Work Permits, fire watch during and after the work, removal of combustible materials from the area

	Electrical equipment and temporary power supplies
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Regular inspection and PAT testing, secure wiring, and appropriate use of temporary electrics

	Site vehicles and plant
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Regular maintenance, no idling in enclosed spaces, secure parking away from flammable materials

	Flammable and combustible materials storage (e.g., fuels, chemicals)
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Proper storage in designated, bunded areas, away from ignition sources

	Temporary heating equipment
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Use of approved heaters, kept away from combustible materials, regular inspections

	Smoking areas (if permitted on-site)
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Designated smoking areas, strict no-smoking policies elsewhere on-site

	Accumulation of waste materials
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Regular waste removal, secure storage away from ignition sources



1.2 Combustible Materials & Structural Features
	Hazard
	Yes/No/N/A
	How is the Risk Controlled?

	Use of timber frames or other combustible materials during construction
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Fire retardant treatment, careful monitoring of hot works, proper storage of materials

	Presence of flammable materials such as paints, solvents, and adhesives
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Stored in fire-resistant cabinets or containers, clear labelling, and training on handling

	Temporary hoardings or barriers that could spread fire
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Use fire-resistant materials where possible, ensure adequate separation between structures

	Waste and debris accumulation
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Regular site clearance, dedicated waste storage areas, and frequent waste disposal

	Scaffolding and temporary structures that may affect fire spread
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Ensure that fire escape routes are not obstructed by scaffolding, use fire-resistant materials if necessary

	Changes in site layout affecting fire routes
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Regularly update and communicate fire evacuation routes to all personnel

	Impact of the Building Safety Act on fire safety features and design choices
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Ensure all fire safety features align with the requirements set out in the Building Safety Act, including specific provisions for high-risk buildings



Step 2 – Identify People at Risk
2.1 People at Risk on a Construction Site
	Hazard
	Yes/No/N/A
	How is the Risk Controlled?

	Construction workers, including subcontractors
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Inductions and regular fire safety briefings, clear communication of fire risks and evacuation procedures

	Visitors, delivery personnel, and others unfamiliar with the site
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Escort by trained personnel, induction on fire procedures upon entry

	Workers in high-risk areas (e.g., working at height, in confined spaces)
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Specific evacuation plans for high-risk areas, use of personal alarm systems

	Persons with disabilities or those requiring assistance
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Personal Emergency Evacuation Plans (PEEPs), designated fire marshals for assistance

	Lone workers or those in remote areas of the site
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Regular check-ins, use of communication devices, specific evacuation protocols

	Impact of the Building Safety Act on fire safety procedures for high-risk individuals
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Ensure compliance with any new requirements for protecting vulnerable persons as per the Building Safety Act



Step 3 - Evaluate Fire Risk Control Measures
3.1 Fire Detection & Warning on a Construction Site
	Procedure
	Yes/No/N/A
	How is the Procedure Applied?

	Are fire detection systems appropriate for the current phase of construction?
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Temporary fire alarms installed, regular checks and updates as site progresses

	Are fire alarms and detection systems operational in all occupied areas of the site?
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Ensure that all areas, including temporary structures, are covered by fire alarms

	Is there a clear and effective means of warning all site personnel of a fire?
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Use of air horns, sirens, or other audible devices, regular drills to ensure familiarity

	Are fire detection and alarm systems compliant with the Building Safety Act requirements?
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Ensure that all fire detection and warning systems meet the standards outlined in the Building Safety Act, especially for high-rise and high-risk buildings



3.2 Means of Escape
	Procedure
	Yes/No/N/A
	How is the Procedure Applied?

	Are fire escape routes clearly marked and kept clear at all times?
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Regular inspections, updated as the site evolves

	Are escape routes accessible from all areas, including high-rise scaffolding or remote site sections?
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Scaffolding design includes safe access and egress points, temporary routes provided where needed

	Are temporary structures (e.g., site offices, storage containers) positioned to allow safe evacuation?
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Careful planning of temporary structure placement, ensuring unobstructed escape routes

	Are fire doors and exits checked regularly to ensure they are functional?
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Weekly checks, prompt maintenance of any faulty exits or doors

	Do escape routes and fire exits comply with the enhanced safety requirements under the Building Safety Act?
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Ensure all escape routes are designed and maintained in compliance with the Building Safety Act, particularly in high-rise and complex structures



3.3 Provision of Fire-fighting Equipment
	Equipment
	Yes/No/N/A
	How is the Equipment Controlled?

	Is fire-fighting equipment (e.g., extinguishers, hoses) available and accessible in all work areas?
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Equipment located at strategic points across the site, especially near high-risk areas

	Are fire extinguishers appropriate for the types of fire risks present?
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Ensure the availability of suitable extinguishers (e.g., CO2 for electrical fires, foam for flammable liquids)

	Are all personnel trained in the use of fire-fighting equipment?
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Regular training sessions, including for new site workers and subcontractors

	Is fire-fighting equipment regularly maintained and inspected?
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Schedule of maintenance checks, adherence to manufacturer’s guidelines

	Does the provision and maintenance of fire-fighting equipment meet the standards set by the Building Safety Act?
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Ensure all fire-fighting equipment meets the required standards and regulations outlined in the Building Safety Act








Step 4 – Emergency Plan & Training
4.1 Fire Emergency Plan & Training for a Construction Site
	Emergency Plan Content
	Yes/No/N/A
	How is the Plan Communicated?

	Is there a comprehensive fire emergency plan that reflects the current site conditions?
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Updated regularly as site progresses, communicated during site inductions and toolbox talks

	Are fire marshals and responsible persons designated for each phase of construction?
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Fire marshals appointed, clear responsibilities outlined

	Is regular fire evacuation training conducted for all site personnel?
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Drills conducted regularly, especially after significant site changes

	Are assembly points clearly marked and located at a safe distance from site hazards?
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Updated as the site evolves, communicated to all workers and visitors

	Is there a system in place for accounting for all personnel after an evacuation?
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Use of registers, buddy systems, or electronic check-in/check-out systems

	Does the fire emergency plan comply with the requirements of the Building Safety Act, especially for high-risk buildings?
	☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ N/A
	Ensure that the fire emergency plan aligns with the Building Safety Act’s mandates, including coordination with the Building Safety Regulator where necessary



Step 5 – Ongoing Review
	Name of Responsible Person
	_________________________________________

	Position
	_________________________________________

	Planned Review Date
	_________________________________________

	Actual Review Date
	_________________________________________


Review Considerations:
· Phase changes in construction impacting fire risk
· Introduction of new hazards or materials
· Significant changes in site layout or access
· Updates from fire drills or emergency response feedback
· Any incidents or near-misses related to fire hazards
· Compliance with the Building Safety Act and any updates or changes to its requirements

Fire Safety Training Matrix
	Training Type
	Date
	Review
	Attendees

	Site-Specific Fire Safety Induction
	
	
	

	Hot Work Permit Procedures
	
	
	

	Use of Fire Extinguishers
	
	
	

	Evacuation Procedures
	
	
	

	Fire Marshal Training
	
	
	

	Emergency Communication Procedures
	
	
	

	Building Safety Act Compliance Training
	
	
	



Important Note
This Fire Risk Assessment must be reviewed regularly, particularly as the site evolves through different construction phases. The dynamic nature of construction work means that fire hazards can change frequently, requiring constant vigilance and updating of risk controls. Additionally, ensure that all fire safety measures comply with the Building Safety Act, particularly for high-risk buildings. All personnel involved in the assessment should have the necessary experience and training to carry out their roles effectively, including an understanding of the Building Safety Act.


Disclaimer:
This document was created with the assistance of Artificial Intelligence (AI). While the content has been generated and reviewed for accuracy and relevance, it is essential that this document be thoroughly reviewed by a qualified professional before implementation or use. The AI-generated content may require adjustments to ensure it fully aligns with specific legal, regulatory, or organisational requirements. The responsibility for verifying the accuracy and appropriateness of the information contained within this document rests with the user.
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